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1. PROJECT OVERVIEW  

This Initial Study analyzes the environmental impacts associated with the development of a 0.98-acre 

(42,689 square-foot)  parcel located within the southern portion of the City of Desert Hot Springs. The total 

net land area of the site when discounting the easements required for the roadway improvements, would 

total 34,605 square feet. The proposed project would involve the construction of a new two-story 25,641 

square-foot cannabis cultivation facility. The total building area footprint would consist of 12,991 square 

feet. Of the total site area, 15,359 square feet of the project site would be paved for parking and driveway 

access. The remaining area consisting of 6,255 square feet would be landscaped. The property currently has 

a General Plan and Zoning land use designation of Light Industrial.  

2.  PROJECT L OCATION  

The project site is located approximately three and a half miles from the downtown civic center of the City 

of Desert Hot Springs, California. The City of Desert Hot Springs is located within the Coachella Valley 

geographic region of Riverside County, approximately fifty miles east of the City of Riverside. The City of 

Desert Hot Springs is bounded to the north by unincorporated Riverside County; to the east by the 

Coachella Valley Preserve and unincorporated Riverside County; to the south by the City of Palm Springs 

and the San Jacinto Mountains; and to the west by the City of Palm Springs and undeveloped desert land 

within unincorporated Riverside County.1   

Regional access to the City of Desert Hot Springs and the project site is provided by two area highways. The 

Interstate 10 (I-10) extends in an east to west orientation approximately one mile south of the project site, 

and State Route 62 (Twentynine Palms Highway) which originates at the I-10 and extends in a northeastern 

direction approximately four miles to the west of the project site.2  The proposed project site has a General 

Plan and zoning land use designation of Light Industrial. The proposed project site is located at 1820 Union 

Way, approximately 750 feet southwest of the intersection at 18th Avenue and Little Morongo Road in the 

City of Desert Hot Springs. The corresponding Assessor Parcel Number (APN) is 666-350-033.  

3. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING  

The proposed project site is located on 0.98 acres of undeveloped desert land within the southern portion 

of the City of Desert Hot Springs. The project site is covered over in undisturbed gravel, sandy soil, and 

ruderal vegetation. Plant species present on the site included creosote bush, white ratany, Schott's dalea, 

white bursage, California primrose, desert woollystar, and fiddleneck.  Access to the project site is provided 

by 18th Avenue and Little Morongo Road, both unpaved local roads. A third unpaved and ungraded 

Powerline Road, used by Southern California Edison (SCE) maintenance vehicles, extends in a northwest 

to southeast orientation along the northeastern boundary of the property line. 3  

 

 

 
1 Blodgett Baylosis Environmental Planning. 2020.   
 
2 Google Earth.  Website accessed April 30, 2020. Field survey was completed on April 24, 2020. 
   
3 Google Earth.  Website accessed April 30, 2020. Field survey was completed on April 24, 2020. 
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4.  CHARACTERISTICS OF A IR POLLUTANTS  

Air quality impacts may occur during the construction or operation of a project, and may come from 

stationary (e.g., industrial processes, generators), mobile (e.g., automobiles, trucks), or area (e.g., 

residential water heaters) sources. The project site and City of Desert Hot Springs are located within the 

Salton Sea Air Basin (SSAB) which is under the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air Quality Management 

District (SQAQMD). The SCAQMD is the regulatory agency responsible for improving air quality for a 6,600 

square-mile area covering areas of Los Angeles, Orange County, Riverside and San Bernardino counties, 

including the Coachella Valley.13  Measures to improve regional air quality are outlined in the SCAQMDôs 

Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP). The most recent AQMP was adopted in 2017 and was jointly 

prepared with the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and the Southern California Association of 

Governments (SCAG). The AQMP will help the SCAQMD maintain focus on the air quality impacts of major 

projects associated with goods movement, land use, energy efficiency, and other key areas of growth.   

The SQAQMD has established quantitative thresholds for short-term (construction) emissions and long-

term (operational) emissions for the criteria pollutants listed below.  Projects in the South Coast Air Basin 

generating construction and operational-related emissions that exceed any of the following emissions 

thresholds are considered to be significant under CEQA. 

ƀ Ozone (O3) is a nearly colorless gas that irritates the lungs, damages materials, and vegetation.  

Ozone is formed by photochemical reaction (when nitrogen dioxide is broken down by sunlight).   

ƀ Carbon Monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless toxic gas that interferes with the transfer of oxygen 

to the brain and is produced by the incomplete combustion of carbon-containing fuels emitted as 

vehicle exhaust.  The threshold is 550 pounds per day of carbon monoxide (CO). 

ƀ Nitrogen Oxide (NOx) is a yellowish-brown gas, which at high levels can cause breathing 

difficulties.  NOx is formed when nitric oxide (a pollutant from burning processes) combines with 

oxygen.  The daily threshold is 55 pounds per day of nitrogen oxide (NOx). 

ƀ Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) is a colorless, pungent gas formed primarily by the combustion of sulfur-

containing fossil fuels. Health effects include acute respiratory symptoms. The daily threshold is 

150 pounds per day of sulfur oxides (SO2). 

ƀ PM10 and PM2.5 refers to particulate matter less than ten microns and two and one-half microns 

in diameter, respectively. Particulates of this size cause a greater health risk than larger-sized 

particles since fine particles can more easily cause irritation. The daily threshold is 150 pounds per 

day of PM10 and 55 pounds per day of PM2.5. 

ƀ Reactive Organic Gasses (ROG) refers to organic chemicals that, with the interaction of sunlight 

photochemical reactions may lead to the creation of ñsmog.ò  The daily threshold is 55 pounds per 

day of ROG. 

According to the SCAQMD, a project is non-conforming if it conflicts with, or delays implementation of any 

applicable attainment or maintenance plan. A project is conforming if it complies with al l applicable District 

 
13 South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and Federal Conformity 
Guidelines. Report dated August 2016. 
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rules and regulations, complies with all proposed control measures that are not yet adopted from the 

applicable plan(s), and is consistent with the growth forecasts in the applicable plan(s) (or is directly 

included in the applicable plan). Conformity with growth forecasts may be established by demonstrating 

that the project is consistent with the land use plan that was used to generate the growth forecast.  An 

example of a non-conforming project would be one that increases the gross number of dwelling units, 

increases the number of trips, and/or increases the overall vehicle miles traveled in an affected area relative 

to the applicable land use plan.14   

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the California Air Resources Board 

(CARB) have designated portions of the District non-attainment for a variety of pollutants, and some of 

those designations have an associated classification. Please refer to Table 1 for a chart of these designations 

and classifications. As indicated in Table 1, Salton Sea Air Basin Attainment Status, the Coachella Valley-

portion of the SSAB has been designated by the EPA as a non-attainment area for ozone (O3) and suspended 

particles (PM10). Currently, the SSAB is in attainment with the ambient air quality standards for carbon 

monoxide (CO), lead, sulfur dioxide (SO2), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), and particulate matter (PM2.5).  

Table 1  
Salton Sea Air Basin Status  

Pollutant  State Attainment Status  Federal Attainment Status  

Ozone Nonattainment  Nonattainment  

Carbon Monoxide Attainment  Attainment  

Nitrogen Dioxide  Attainment  Unclassified Nonattainment  

Sulfur Dioxide  Attainment  Attainment  

Particulates (10 microns)  Nonattainment  Nonattainment  

Particulates (2.5 microns) Attainment  Unclassified Attainment  

Source of State status: California Air Resources Board 2020. 

5.  CONFORMITY WITH REGIONAL A IR QUALITY PLAN  

The proposed project involves the development of a 0.98-acre (42,689 square-foot) property for use as a 

cannabis cultivation facility, a land use that would conform to the project siteôs zoning designation of Light 

Industrial and applicable development standards. Projects that are consistent with the projections of 

employment and population forecasts identified in the Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable 

Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) prepared by SCAG are considered consistent with the SCAQMD growth 

projections, since the RTP/SCS forms the basis of the land use and transportation control portions of the 

SCAQMD. According to the Growth Forecast Appendix prepared by SCAG for the 2016-2040 RTP/SCS, the 

City of Desert Hot Springs is projected to add a total of 31,100 new residents and 9,200 new employees 

through the year 2040.15   

 
14 South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). California Environmental Quality Act (CE QA) and Federal Conformity 

Guidelines. Report dated August 2016. 
 
15 SCAG 2016 RTP/SCS Demographics and Growth Forecast Appendix. December 2015.  
 

http://scagrtpscs.net/Documents/2016/draft/d2016RTPSCS_DemographicsGrowthForecast.pdf
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The primary criterial pollutant in the Coachella Valley is particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) consisting of 

wind-blown sand. This wind-blown sand, often referred to as blowsand, is the result of the aeolian 

(windborne) transport of smaller dust particles. This fugitive dust is particulate matter that is suspended in 

the air due to direct or indir ect human activities. Two South Coast AQMD rules, Rule 403 and 403.1 were 

adopted for  the purpose of reducing the amount of fugitive dust entrained as a result of human activities. 

Rule 403 applies to any activity capable of generating fugitive dust. Rule 403.1 is supplemental to Rule 403 

and applies only to fugitive dust sources in Coachella Valley. The project contractors will be required to 

adhere to both of these SCAQMD Rules during grading.  

The proposed project will not introduce new residents and will be consistent with the applicable General 

Plan and zoning designation of Light Industrial. No zone change or general plan amendment will be 

required to implement the proposed project. Therefore, the proposed project is not in conflict with the 

growth projections established for the City by SCAG. The projectôs construction emissions would be below 

the thresholds of significance established by the SCAQMD (refer to the analysis included in the next section 

where construction emissions are summarized in Table 3-2).  In addition, the proposed projectôs long-term 

(operational) airborne emissions will be below levels that the SCAQMD considers to be a significant impact 

(the long-term stationary and mobile emissions for the proposed project are summarized in Table 3-3). 

Therefore, the project will not conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan  

and as a result, the impacts will be less than significant.   

6.  I MPACT THRESHOL DS  

The proposed project involves the development of a 0.98-acre (42,689 square-foot) property for use as a 

cannabis cultivation facility, a land use that would conform to the project siteôs zoning designation of Light 

Industrial and applicable development sta ndards. According to the SCAQMD, any project is significant if it 

triggers or exceeds the SCAQMD daily emissions threshold identified previously and noted at the bottom 

of Tables 3-2 and 3-3. In general, a project will have the potential for a significant air quality impact if any 

of the following are met:   

ƀ Generates total emissions (direct and indirect) that exceeds the SCAQMD thresholds (the proposed 

project emissions are less than the thresholds as indicated in Tables 3-2 and 3-3);  

ƀ Results in a violation of any ambient air quality standard when added to the local background (the 

proposed project will not result, in any violation of these standards);  

ƀ Does not conform with the applicable attainment or maintenance plan(s) (the proposed project is 

in conformance with the Cityôs Zoning and General Plan); and, 

ƀ Exposes sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations, including those resulting in a 

cancer risk greater than or equal to 10 in a million and/or a Hazard Index (HI) (non -cancerous) 

greater than or equal to 1 (the proposed project will not expose sensitive receptors to substantial 

pollutant concentrations nor is the site located near any sensitive receptors). 

7. CONSTRUCTION (SHORT-TERM) EMISSIONS 

The proposed projectôs construction and operation will not lead to a violation of the above-mentioned 

criteria. The analysis of daily construction and operational emissions was prepared utilizing the California 

Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod V.2016.3.2). For air quality modeling purposes, a six-month period 

https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/rule-book/rule-iv/rule-403.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/rule-book/rule-iv/rule-403-1.pdf?sfvrsn=4
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of construction for all five phases was assumed.  As shown in Table 2, daily construction emissions will not 

exceed the SCAQMD significance thresholds. The short-term construction emissions will be limited to those 

emissions generated during project construction.   

Table 2 
Estimated Daily Construction Emissions (Mitigated, Lbs./day) 

Construction Phase  ROG  NOx  CO SO2 PM10  PM2.5  

Site Preparation (on-site) 0.64 7.82 4.02 -- 0.54 0.30 

Site Preparation (off -site) 0.02 0.01 0.18 -- 0.06 0.02 

Total Site Preparation  0.68  7.8 3 4.2 0  --  0. 60  0.32  

Grading (on-site) 0.80  7.25 7.57 0.01 0.75 0.57 

Grading (off -site) 0.04 0.03 0.38 -- 0.11 0.03 

Total Grading  0.8 4 7.28 8. 95  0.01  0.8 6 0. 60  

Building Construction (on -site) 0.78 7.99 7.26 0.01 0.45 0.41 

Building Construction (off -site) 0.09 0.71 0.80 -- 0.24 0.07 

Total Building Construction  0.8 7 8. 70  8.06  0.01  0.6 9 0.4 8 

Paving (on-site) 0.80 6.72 7.09 0.01 0.35 0.33 

Paving (off-site) 0.08 0.05 0.68 -- 0.20 0.05 

Total Paving  0.8 8 6.7 7 7.77 0.01  0. 55 0. 38  

Architectural Coating (on -site) 22.23 1.53 1.82 -- 0.90 0.90 

Architectural Coating (off -site) 0.02 -- 0.11 -- 0.30 -- 

Total Architectural Coating  22.2 5 1.53 1.93 --  1.20  0.9 0  

Maximum Daily Emissions  22.2 5 8. 70  8. 95  0.01  0.8 6 0. 90  

Daily Thresholds  75 55 550  150 150 55 

Significant Impact?  No  No  No  No  No  No  

Source: CalEEMod V.2016.3.2. 

8. LONG-TERM (OPERATIONAL) EMISSIONS)  

Long-term emissions refer to those air quality impacts that will occur once the proposed project has been 

constructed and is operational. These impacts will continue over the operational life of the project.  The two 

main sources of operational emissions include mobile emissions and area emissions related to off-site 

electrical generation. The analysis of long-term operational impacts summarized in Table 3 also used the 

CalEEMod V.2016.3.2 computer model.  The analysis summarized in Table 3 indicates that the operational 

(long-term) emissions will be below the SCAQMD daily emissions thresholds.   

Table 3  
Estimated Operational Emissions in lbs/day  

Emission Source  ROG  NOx  CO SO2 PM10  PM2.5  

Area-wide (lbs/day)  0.58 -- -- -- -- -- 

Energy (lbs/day)  0.02 0.22 0.19 -- 0.02 0.02 

Mobile (lbs/day)  0.35 1.85 5.21 0.02 1.70 1.46 

Total (lbs/day)  0.9 5 2.07  5.40  0.02  1.72 1.48  

Daily Thresholds  55  55  550  150  150  55  

Significant Impact?  No  No  No  No  No  No  

Source: CalEEMod V.2016.3.2. 



AIR QUALITY STUDY ƀ CITY OF DESERT HOT SPRINGS 

CAL MEADOWS DEVELOPMENT 

 

 PAGE 10 

The analysis presented in Tables 2 and 3 reflect projected emissions that are typically higher during the 

summer months and represent a worse-case scenario.  As indicated in Tables 2 and 3, the impacts are 

considered to be less than significant.  In additi on, the SCAQMD Rule Book contains numerous regulations 

governing various activities undertaken within the District.  Among these regulations is Rule 403.2 ï 

Fugitive Dust Control for the South Coast Planning Area, which was adopted in 1996 for the purpose of 

controlling fugitive dust.  Adherence to Rule 403.2 regulations is required for all projects undertaken within 

the District.  Future construction truck drivers must also adhere to Title 13 - §2485 of the California Code 

of Regulations, which limits the idling of diesel-powered vehicles to less than five minutes.3 Adherence to 

the aforementioned standard condition will minimize odor impacts from diesel trucks. Adherence to Rule 

403 Regulations and Title 13 - §2485 of the California Code of Regulations will reduce potential impacts to 

levels that are less than significant.   

9.  SENSITIVE RECEPTORS  

According to the SCAQMD, residences, schools, daycare centers, playgrounds, and medical facilities are 

considered sensitive receptor land uses. Furthermore, fugitive dust emission, which is responsible for PM10 

and PM2.5 emissions, will further be reduced through the implementation of SCAQMD regulations related 

to fugitive dust generation and other construction-related emissions. These SCAQMD regulations are 

standard conditions required for every construction project undertaken in the City as well as in the cities 

and counties governed by the SCAQMD. The nearest sensitive receptors are located approximately 3,900 

feet (Ĳ mile) to the north of the project site. Since the nearest sensitive receptor is located outside of the 

Localized Significance Thresholds Look-Up Tables screening radius of 500 meters (1,640 feet), a less than 

significant localized impact would occur during construction and operation of the project at the nearest 

sensitive receptors. In addition, the proposed project will be required to adhere to all dust suppression 

requirements detailed in SCAQMD Rules 403 and 403.1. As a result, the impacts will be less than 

significant.  

10. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 

The State of California requires CEQA documents to include an evaluation of greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions or gases that trap heat in the atmosphere.  GHG are emitted by both natural processes and human 

activities. Examples of GHG that are produced both by natural and industrial processes include carbon 

dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), and nitrous oxide (N2O).  Carbon dioxide equivalent, or CO2E, is a term 

that is used for describing different greenhouses gases in a common and collective unit. Two landmark 

California bills were recently passed to address climate change and global warming: Assembly Bill-32 and 

Senate Bill-32.  

Assembly Bill 32 (AB 32) requires California to reduce its GHG emissions to 1990 levels by 2020 ð a 

reduction of approximately 15 percent below emissions expected under a ñbusiness as usualò scenario. 

Pursuant to AB 32, the CARB must adopt regulations to achieve the maximum technologically feasible and 

cost-effective GHG emission reductions. The full implementation of AB 32 will help mitigate risks 

associated with climate change, while improving energy efficiency, expanding the use of renewable energy 

resources, cleaner transportation, and reducing waste. 

The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 , or SB-32, is a California Senate bill expanding upon 

AB-32 to reduce GHG emissions. SB-32 was signed into law on September 8, 2016 establishes mandated 

reduction targets for GHG emissions. SB-32 requires CARB to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 40% 

below the 1990 levels by 2030. This bill gives CARB the authority to adopt regulations in order to achieve 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=200520060AB32
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AB_32
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the maximum technology feasible to be the most cost-efficient way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

They are also required to meet these goals in such a way that benefits the stateôs most disadvantaged 

communiti es as they are ñdisproportionately impactedò by the effects of climate change, such as drought 

and flooding. The City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan DEIR Update established a 3,000 MTCO2E 

threshold for industrial land uses.  As indicated in Table 4, the CO2E total for the project is 378.91 MTCO2E 

per year when adding operational emissions and amortized construction emissions, which is below the 

aforementioned thresholds. 

Table 4  
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory  

Source  
GHG Emissions (metric tons/year)  

CO2 CH4  N2O  CO2E 

Long-Term ï Area Emissions -- -- -- -- 

Long-Term - Energy Emissions 129.09 -- -- 129.65 

Long-Term - Mobile Emissions 246.60 0.01 -- 246.88 

Long-Term - Total Emissions 375.69 0.01 -- 376.53 

Total Construction Emissions 71.17 0.01 0.00  71.61 

Construction Emissions 

Amortized Over 30 Years 

 

2.38 MTCO2E 

Operational Emissions 

w/Amortized Construction  
378.91 MTCO2E  

Significance Threshold 3,000 MTCO2E  

Furthermore, the projected vehicle trips to and from the site will not be significant given the proposed use. 

No customers will visit the project site since the new business will be closed to the general public.  As a 

result, the potential impacts are considered to be less than significant.   

The City of Desert Hot Springs adopted a Climate Action Plan (CAP) in 2013 that included policies and 

programs that would be effective in reducing GHG emissions within the City. The CAP is based on the 

directives of the Assembly Bill (AB) 32 and Executive Order (EO) S-3-05 and uses a baseline GHG emission 

inventory from the Year 2010 to establish the Cityôs baseline emissions for the purposes of assessing future 

GHG reduction goals and forecasting GHG emissions in the future. In the Year 2010, the CAP estimated the 

cityôs community-wide GHG emissions were approximately 100,654 MTCO2e. Based on this historical 

emissions profile, the CAP established its annual Year 2020 GHG emission reduction goal to be 64,047 

MTCO2e, which would require an approximately 48,769 MTCO2e decrease from its forecasted scenario for 

the Year 2020.  

To achieve this objective, the CAP included 80 specific measures specifically designed to reduce the Cityôs 

GHG emissions. These measures are grouped into the following seven key issue areas: live, work, 

development, mobility, governance, recreation, and education. The primary objective of the CAP is to 

reduce GHG emissions pursuant to directives outlined in AB 32 and EO S-3-05 though the other desired 

objectives associated with the adoption of the CAP include:  

ƀ Increasing energy efficiency in local government operations and in community activities;  

ƀ Supporting City and community initiatives to increase health and wellness;  

ƀ Creating new jobs associated with smart energy management;  
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ƀ Saving money now being spent for energy and keeping it in the City be establishing a revolving fund 

whereby funds derived from municipal energy savings will be available for municipal and 

community programs to further reduce GHG emissions.  

ƀ Maintaining or increasing the comfortable desert lifestyle of residents and visitors alike; and Å 

Bringing Coachella Valley Association of Governmentsô jurisdictions together for effective regional 

climate planning.  

The proposed project will not be in conflict with the above CAP objectives.  In addition, AB-32 requires the 

reduction of GHG emissions to 1990 levels, which would require a minimum 28% in "business as usual" 

GHG emissions for the entire State.  Additionally, Governor Edmund G. Brown signed into law Executive 

Order (E.O.) B-30-15 on April 29, 2015, the Countryôs most ambitious policy for reducing Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions. Executive Order B-30-15 calls for a 40% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions below 1990 

levels by 2030.31  The proposed project will not involve or require any variance from an adopted plan, policy, 

or regulation governing GHG emissions. As a result, no potential conflict with an applicable greenhouse gas 

policy plan, policy, or regulation will occur and no impacts will occur. 

11. POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION 
 

Cannabis cultivation directly impacts air quality in two (2) predominant operations; plant growth and 

extraction processes.  Cannabis cultivation and, to a lesser degree, the manufacturing process, are often 

accompanied by the generation of strong odors.  The majority of the odors of cannabis come from a class of 

chemicals called terpenes. Terpenes are among the most common compounds produced by flowering plants 

and vary widely between plants.4 Cannabis produces over 140 different terpenes and these chemicals are 

found in varying concentrations in different cannabis varieties. Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the 

cannabinoid primarily responsible for cannabis' psychoactivity, has no odor whatsoever. The type and 

potency of cannabis odors range widely from variety to variety, as do receptorsô opinions regarding whether 

the odor is pleasant or objectionable.16 The natural growth of the cannabis plants, and other processes at 

cultivation facilities, emit terpenes.  Terpenes, known for their strong odor, are volatile organic compounds 

(VOCs).  At facilities such as that being considered, the evaporation of solvents, and other processes in the 

production cycle also result in VOC emissions. The project Applicant will employ new technologies that will 

be beneficial to the odor control plan as time progresses including the following: 

 

ƀ Carbon Filters. Also known as carbon scrubbers, carbon filters are historically one of the best 

methods for odor control.  This type of filter uses pellets of charcoal to trap the terpenes.  Carbon 

filters are simple to install, effective, and reliable. Carbon filters will be installed at key locations in 

the facility and will be monitored and replaced by staff on a regular basis. 

 

ƀ Air Filters. Standard air filters, also referred to as air purifiers, are typically made of densely woven 

fiber screens. These filters trap particles as air circulates through the filter, which can either be a 

stand-alone unit or incorporated into a ventilation system depending on the exact specifications. 

 

 
31 Offi ce of Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.  New California Goal Aims to Reduce Emissions 40 Percent Below 1990 Levels by 2030.  
 
 
16Cannabis Environmental Best Management Practices Draft Section for Review: Air Quality August 9, 2018. 

https://www.ca.gov/archive/gov39/2015/04/29/news18938/index.html
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ƀ Negative Ion Generators. The machines will use a negative charge to attract positively charged 

particles in the air. This equipment will be installed in areas that do not interfere with the 

production activities but instead can proactively treat the air in order to meet regulations.  

 

ƀ Air-tight Seals. The proposed facility will utilize air-tight seals throughout the facility. 

Predominately used in the exhaust system, these airtight seals will be used in order to keep the 

exhaust system efficient and effective. 

 

ƀ  Negative Air Pressure.  The Applicant will make use of negative air pressure in order to retain odor 

for treatment.  This will help to serve as a safeguard of odor escaping into the ambient air until it 

can be treated using the techniques above. GSC Holding Group, LLC. will seal the facility, except 

for the intake and exhaust, which creates suction when exhaust fans are turned off.  The proper use 

of both negative air and negative ion generators will efficiently expunge odor before leaving the 

facilities. 

 

ƀ Staff Training.  The facilityôs employees will be trained regarding compliance with industry best 

standards and facility regulations in order to achieve successful odor control. Employees will be 

trained in the use of odor control methods as well as any new techniques and technologies that may 

be added in the future. 

 

The project Applicant will be required to prepare an Odor Management Plan pursuant to Riverside County 

Department of Public Health construction guidelines.  In addition, the entire cultivation process will occur 

in separate rooms.  Airlock rooms are provided throughout the facility.  These rooms provide additional 

odor suppression. The following mitigation measure will be required to control odors and to ensure that the 

indoor air is safe for the workers: 

 

ƀ Indoor air must be filtered so as to remove VOCs from the indoor air envelope.  The filtration 

equipment must be installed prior to the issuance of an Occupancy Permit. 

 

The above mitigation will reduce the potential impacts to levels that are less than significant.   
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